CHAPTER  V

WHEN DO THEY MATURE?

Once the girl attains puberty the husband is made to
know that she is at his service. . . > To serve the husband is
the girl's Dharma1 and the sooner she joins his service the
better for her soul 1 In many parts [of India] for a girl to
have her nuptials consummated within 16 days of puberty
is again an unyielding mandate of the Sastra ! - Woman
Awakened, G. SUMATI BAI, BA, L.T.; school teacher and
medical practitioner; foreword by DJR. ANNIE BESAOT,
Tagore and Company, Madras,*i928, p. 70.

Hindu religion lays down with sufficient definiteness the
law of pre-puberty marriages and early post-puberty con-
summation, - D. P. KRISHNAMACHARYA, of the Vedantic
school, Madras Mail, November 23rd, 1928.

THE main difficulties facing any attempt to decide
the age at which the average Hindu girl matures are:
first, the traditional reticence observed by Indians as
to the subject of age; second, the lack of any effective
official registration of births ; and third, the fact that
Hindus do not celebrate birthday anniversaries, and
that although it is traditional for them to have a horo-
scope cast at the birth of a child, the practice is not
all-inclusive, while in any case the document is seldom
consulted in after years.2

The ordinary educated Indian has very vague ideas
about his own age. The uneducated Indian has prac-
tically no ideas at all/3 says Mr. Edye, the Census Com-

1 Dkarma means custom or duty.

2 See Census of India, 1931, Vol. I, Part I, p. 26.         8 Ibid.
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